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The existence of places, squares and intersections named Monabbat and decorated with other handicrafts,
has played animportantroleinthe urban space of Malayer.

Motifs and features: The variety of known and sometimes innovative motifs in Malayer inlay is clearly seen. In
some productions, the motifs used in the murals and capitals of the Persepolis and sometimes the presence
of regular simplified plant motifs are seen in the combination of inlaid and wood lattice.

Most of the motifs used in inlaid furniture in this area include Khatai designs, flowers and plants, flowers and
Original and new designs with the use of Well- chickens, etc., and twists are used to inlaid furniture handles.
carved figures, epic and religious stories, play an important role in the woodcarving of Malayer sofa. Plant
motifs are commonly used for design that Known by the names of five-feathered or multi-feathered flowers,
simple leaves and celery leaves, ivy leaves. Regular multi-petalled flower is one of the most original motifs
used in traditional Iranian design. This type of flower, which has been designed in inlays with different shapes,
has been beautifully and abundantly seen for centuries in carpet designs - thisancientart of Iran.

Scattering of Monabbatin this city in addition to Hajiabad industrial town in the form of large active workshops,
isinthe corners of Malayer city as a workshop and home and also in Jokar city in 10 km of Malayer and Dehno
Avarzaman village where most of the men are in the carving industry, Due to the background of woodcarving,
the presence of veteran and young masters, the existence of two special unions of inlay and wooden
products, the presence of inlay town at the entrance of Malayer city, which has about 80 active workshops and
more than 450 people working that production stages are carried out from the beginning to the sales stage in
this town, receiving international and national indications of handicrafts by artisans in Malayer city, registering
the brand of companies such as Marlik company, existence of several villages with inlaid industry in the city,
such as The village of Dehno Avarzaman, where most of the men are engaged in this profession for their
livelihood, the existence of a large inlaid furniture market in the city, the existence of more than 200 private
shopsand furniture exhibitions, Malayer was designated as Malayer World Monnabat City in2019.

Inlaid festivals, exhibitions and shops and the export of inlaid furniture to different cities of the country,
including Tehran, Isfahan, Mashhad and Tabriz and neighboring countries from the north, west and south of
the country are important markets for selling Malayer inlaid furniture.

In Malayer, training wood arts in addition to traditional methods, is being carried out academically with the
establishment of a leading research center for furniture carving and obtaining a license for woodcarving
furniture innovation house, holding monthly training courses in the technical and professional center with the

focus on furniture woodcarving and holding training courses for

handicraft craftsmen such as brandingand getting familiar to tax laws.
33 Grogliuoiles slaliwg ) g o i
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Malayer is a historical city in
the southeast of Hamadan

province and in the west of
Iran.

Dwelling in the current

WCC-World Monabbat City

2019

location of Malayer dates back to the Elamite civilization. The current city of
Malayer was established during the Qajar period. The people of Malayer

speak Persian and the Malayeri dialect.

The documentary history of woodcarving in
Malayer city dates back to the Safavid period.
From evidences such as the shrine and door of
the Imamzadeh of Sam and Ham (AS) (located
in the city of Samen) can be understood that
wooden artifacts were produced in the Safavid
period inthe Malayer region.

The motifs used on the door, which are now
housed in the Lotfalian Malayer Museum, are
traditional Geometric knots whose motifs are
inlaid with atool on wood.

Workshops and employees

According to the latest statistics available in
the Deputy of Handicrafts, 8834 artisans
including young men and women, are active
and working in 4944 handicraft workshops in
Malayer city. Out of this number, 7972 people in
4260 wood inlay workshops produce inlaid
furniture. This figure includes more than 90% of
the city's handicraftemployment.



Inthe past, Guilan used to be one of the mostimportant sericulture centersin Iran; So Silk became
one of the main raw materials used in fabric weaving. Consequently, People from Ghasem-Abad
turned into sericulture as well. They used spinning wheel to spin thread from silk cocoons and,
afterwards, used the threads to weave fabrics for various applications. Variety of fabrics has been
produced based on climate, culture, traditions and peoples wearing in the region.

Chadorshab has different usages according to which the applied motifs and colors differ.
Chadorshab has been used to prepare bride dress, pieces of local female garment like dress,
skirt, male garment and shawl! (wrapping around groom's waist), bed cover wrap, a cloth for
carrying baby on the back and shoulder called “loung ; and a cloth for covering big trays to carry
brides dowry. One of the main applications of chadorshab which is currently prevalent among
women, is a kind of belt wrapped around the waist by women who are working on the rice farms
and in tea gardens or collecting citrus fruit in
order to protect themselves against
humidity and cold weather.
Beliefs, taste and art of this
people is manifested in this
hand-woven fabrics
- through various motifs
- adapted from nature
| and surrounding
¥ environment.
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GHASEM ABAD

WCC-World Chadorshab Bafi Village
2019

Ghasem Abad is one of the far eastern villages of Guilan
province. This village is situated by the Caspian Sea and
mountainous areas and is well-known for its natural
beauties. Ghasem Abad is 25 km Far East of Roudsar

Ghasem Abad is the birthplace of Chador-Shab Bafi. Mostly
women are active in weaving Chador-Shab which
effectively fosters their family income and local economy.
Chador-Shab, one of the native fabrics of Gilan province, is
known as “Lavand” or “Charshoo” in local term. It is a hand-
woven fabric mainly made of either silk or cotton. The
weaving loom, in local term, is called “Pachal” The width of
this fabric is, at most, between 30 to 40 centimeters and its
length depends onits usages.

Chador-Shab motifs are the perfect reflection of the region's
natural surroundings and cultural heritage. The chief motifs
are animals, plants, objects usedin everyday life ... etc.

The unique motifs and the weaving technics (upside down)
has made chadorshab distinguished from the other fabrics
produced in other provinces. In addition to creating beautiful
motifs like Sudartree, frog, goat, butterfly and duck whichisa
local encyclopedia of the region vegetation and fauna, in
some cases combination of motifs refer to old rituals such as
“Lafand Bazi “ . From this perspective, chadorshab is a
historical document and a valuable encyclopedia
presenting millennia of culture and experience transmission.




Since there have been many active workshops in the
field of silver MalilehKari in Zanjan over the last
decades this city has gone under the title of “The
world capital of Malileh”.

Today, a large number of Malileh Karies are kept on
Louvre in paris, Hermitage in Russia and Metro Politan
in New York. Zanjan was registered as the "National
Malileh city” by the National evaluation council in
(2018)

Malileh Kari, is the art of using silver to create works of
art whichis available in different forms. To make
Malileh, first silver is melted. Then it is poured into a
mold called "Richeh’ After getting hardened, it is
pressed into silver wires, which are commonly
usedin making Malileh. In the next stage, the
silver wiresare placed on a wax-coated metal
plate based on different motifsand patterns and
inside they are filled with micro motifs. After 2
placing Malile the product is heated by direct !

fire then brushed and washed and finally dried o
by fabric. T Tl
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ZANJAN

WCC-World Malile City 2019

Malileh is one of the most important handicrafts and
metal arts of Zanjan province, which is an indicator of
how talented, skillful and creative its people are.
Malileh Kari has a unique status among the metal
work industries of Zanjan. Zanjan province is known
to be a prosperous center of handicrafts and native
arts.

WCC-World Craft Cities & VilldGes.38
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Shiraz distinguished handicrafts are a variety of rural,
nomadic and urban handicrafts that all have brilliant
international brand and title.

Shiraz carpet, Gabbeh, Kilim and all kinds of Qashqgai hand-
woven crafts occupy a significant part of the city's large and
traditional bazaar.

Shiraz khatam which is generally concentrated in furniture
sector; has a world — wide reputation and an International
Geographical Indication.

Wooden, metal, and glass handicrafts along with
architectural decorations, stone decorations and other
groups of art and handicrafts have a significant prosperity in
Shiraz which can be seen up close with a short walkinthe city.



Located in southwestern Iran, Shiraz is the
capital city of Fars Province. A metropolis,
Shiraz is one of the largest cities in Iran; its
populationwas 1,565,5672in2016.

Due to its central position in the Southern

Zagros Region and as it is located in a fairly

fertile region; it has always been a bustling

center for commerce between farmers,

urban dwellers and tribes. It is also the gate to reach the southern
ports of Iran, including port of Bushehrand because of its historical,
cultural, religious and natural attractions, it has always attracted
numeroustourists.

Shiraz is famous for poetry and its gardens. Gardens are pivotal in
I[ranian architecture and culture, and beautiful gardens have made
Shiraz globally popular.

In its turbulent history, Shiraz
reached a time of property
and peace during the
governance of Karim Khan
Zand when many

momentums of Zandiyeh

Complex currently located

in the city center, were

constructed over 13 years.

In the beginning of the

current century, Shiraz was

the focus of attention for
American and European
archeologists and tourists. Professor
Pope, presented great services to this
city by studying Persepolis and other
ancient and artistic momentums of
Fars Province.

According to Professor Arthur Pope's
book The Old Handicrafts of Iran;

handicrafts had great prosperity in Shiraz.
Shiraz is internationally renowned for its
inlaid art which is the main focus of
handicrafts activity in Shiraz after weaving
crafts.

Vakil Grand Bazaar has different

embranchments such as Sarrajan

(saddlers), Shamhirgar (swordsmiths),
Mesgari (coppersmiths). The Bazaar has currently saved its original
embranchment arrangements. Forexample Sarayehajaghajanihas
7 production Leatherembroidered workshops.

According to the statistics recorded on the handicrafts Permit
System, 13000 personal small workshops are active in Shiraz. They
usually have several apprentices at their workshops. . There are 200
large production workshops
thathave high standards and
extended large-scale
production activities.
Weaving handicrafts
category tops with the
largest number of
craftspeople in Shiraz. The
activity licenses of these
craftspeople are
categorized as household
jobs because most of them
are active attheirhousesanddo
not owe workshops. There are
3,800 household jobs in the field of
weaving handicrafts. So there are at
least 20,000 licensed handicrafts
peopleactivein Shiraz.



In Khorashad, almost all the women are weaving traditional
towels even female students or employees who are
temporarily staying in Birjand, return to Khorashad on
holidays and weave traditional textiles.

In this regard after national registration of Khorashad as the
National towbafi village it was nominated as the candidate of
World Towbfi Village. Then after visits and evaluations of
WCC-APR evaluators, it was designated as World Towbafi
village in 2018 which was the second world village of Iran in
handicrafts.

Some ofthe celebrities are:

Akhoond-Mullah-Ali,Sheykh Muhammad Ebrahim
Ghodsi,Sheykh Mohammad Hossein Khorashadi Kakhk, Dr.
Muhammad Esmaeil Rezvani Khorashad (Father of Iran
Contemporary History),Dr. Ghazanfar Foroozanfar
(Pediatrician and Founder of Birjand University of Medical
Science) Morteza Hasanpour Fard,Ph.D in Nursing (the first
Male nurse of Iran).

The access routes to Khorashad are roads, airways and
railways. After arriving to Birjnad,(the center of South
khorasan)and passing the distance of 24 Kilometers on
Birjand-Zahedan road, You will reach Khorashad.
After the world registration of Khorashad, we saw a
considerable promotion in infrastructures of this village such
as Fiber optics, the speed of the internet and establishment
of local markets.
The increasing popularity of Khorashad, after the World
registration, not only leads to higher rate of sales in Iran but
also leads to higher rate of exports of towels and textiles to
neighboring countries and Europe , which has been
encouraging for the towel weavers of this village. By now, the
rate of exports to other countries like Italy, England and Croatia are about 150 shawls,700 bathing clothes
41 Gwopluoile slaling,) o b g and handkerchiefand 60 bathing clothes for babies which the total price of them are about 900 dollars.
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KHORAS HAD

WCC-World Towbafi Village 2018

Khorashad, is a village located in the 24" kilometer of Birjand. This
village is famous for its elitism, handicrafts and beautiful nature.
The village of Khorashad was designated and registered as the
first village of handicrafts destination in Iran,and as the National
Towbafi Village by the Organization of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicraftsin2018.

The traditional weaving in Khorashad (or Towbafi in local
language) is one of the most important handicrafts of south
khorasan province which has received several handicrafts
certificates from the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization of Iran.

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villz
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MEYBOD

WCC-World Zilou City
2018

Zilou is one of the oldest types of hand-woven carpet in Iran that has been
woven in Meybod (656km to Yazd) from a long time ago. It was the carpet of
Iranians not so long ago and was exported to many cities of Iran and also
neighboring countries. But Zilou lost its past prosperity by the emersion of
machine woven and synthetic fiber carpets. However, Zilou has unique
characteristics which makes it distinguished comparing to other type of
Iranian hand-woven carpets. The
most important characteristics of
zilou which is so advantageous for
human environment and health is its
herbal material.

Some of the main characteristics of
Zilou which has made it famous as
"health carpet" are asfollows “

1 - Zilou does not cause static
electricity:

2 -Zilou does not produce aerosols.
3-Zilou does not cause skin allergy

4- Zilou is a cultural heritage and
ineffaceable

5-zilouturns back to nature
6-zilou fixate itself on flat surface
7-the variety of motifs

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villdgesi4i6
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Motifs and decoration methods

Titok Stone is used to paint and decorate Kalpouregan
Potteries. First, Titok Stone will be rubbed againsta bigger
stone on which some water poured. Then the pottery is
decorated using a piece of match size wood mainly made
from palmtrees.

The motifs such as flower, chain, wave, palm tree, etc. are
not documented to be copied nor are adapted from other
potteries or handicrafts but originated in native women
and girls'imagination who inherited them from generation
to generation.
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Production process

To prepare clay, first, the soil is sifted to separate impurities from soil. Then
they are poured into pools for leaching. The obtained clay will be
kneaded to be prepared for work. The color of this clay is light greenish
gray which turns to orange after firing in kiln. The technics of making
pottery in this region is adapted from millennia ago and this primitive and
simple technic makes Kalpouregan pottery unigue.

There are two main technics for making potteries in the region. Pinch

technic and Coil technic. In Pinch technic a rotating disk or tray made of
pottery inthe form of a plate is used to make pottery, this disk called Bono
inlocal dialect. First, a chunk of kneaded clay is placed on Bono on which
a piece of cloth is put to prevent clay from sticking to it, then a hole is
made in the middle of the clay by fingers. As the
clay is rotating on the Bono, the created hole will
gradually become wider using fingers of both

hands and will be shaped with a piece of wood
called GelMoush inthe local dialect.

Coil technic is the second technic to make
Kalpouregan Pottery. In this technic at first,

a piece of cloth is put on the surface of
Bono then the bottom piece of
intended vessel is placed on this cloth,
afterthisthe rolled clay pieces are put
above each other and the surface is
smoothened by use of Gel moush,.
Finally, the prepared vessels are
placed under sunshine to be dried
and when dried, its external
surface will be scrubbed and
furnished with a special stone
(Saenok) and this process prepares
the raw pottery surface for decoration.

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villages ‘48



Kalash is woven in most villages and
counties located in the vicinity of Marivan.
Production techniques and methods are
the same throughout the region. Wearing
Kalash due to its lightness, comfort,
dynamic air flow, strength, flexibility and
compliance with mountainous areas as
well as its ceremonial importance along
with local outfit, is generally considered as
a historical tradition and part of local
identity in Marivan and Kurdish areas.

This traditional footwear is completely
handmade and almost 90% of the raw
materials used in its production are
supplied in the region. Due to the use of
completely natural materials, the final
product is offered in the market with high
quality and relatively low prices.
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Marivan, as one of the handicrafts centers of Kurdistan, has always been welcomed by
tourists. Also, due to its border with Iraq, it has its own special economic values. Handicrafts

of Marivan as a part of cultural heritage of its people have always played an essential role in
theirlives.

Marivan has very valuable capacities and potentials in the field of production of various
local and original handicrafts such as local clothing, traditional textiles, traditional
embroidery, wood arts, weaving, and is also known as one of the most important poles of
weaving Kalash (local footwear). Today, with regard to its ancient historical background,
Kalash weaving has become one of the cultural, artistic and ethnic symbols of this county.
The number of active workshops in the field of weaving in Marivan is more than 3000
workshops and the number of active employees in the field of weaving licensed by Deputy
of Handicrafts is 6200 people. About 80% of the weavers (mostly women) are engaged in
the production of upper parts of Kalash, and 20% (mostly men) produce its lower parts.

MARIVAN

WCC-World Kalash City

2017
Due to the activity of more than 10000 artisans
producers in the field of Kalash weaving and also
its valuable position as one of the most important
tourist destinations in Iran, Marivan was
designated as the 'National Kalash weaving city' in
2016 and as the 'World Kalash city' by the World
Crafts Councilin September2017.
Marivan is located in the west of Kurdistan
province. It is 125 km northwest of Sanandaj, and
with a population of 195,000, is the third most
populous city inthe province.

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villdges 50
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History of Shiriki-pich Kilim

There is no accurate information on the origin and history of this technique in Kerman, but it is believed that this technique was applied in the
tribal areas of Kerman with the exile and exodus of Turkish tribes; Afshar and Bochaghchi; And its texture is the way that most of the Caucasian
kilims, especially the South Caucasus, and Asia Minor are

aode Lt R | B el o woven. M - p sl

As noted, there is no precise documentation or information s e e b B DR
£ ' on the textural history of the technique, but the “twisted- f ; . -. "'I:;
1 Mo T weave cotton fabrics were discovered in Switzerland, dating £ ik b
CEIE b | g g e L back to 2000 BC. So it can be said that in those days they 1= : :', : F:
; used this kind of texture. Remainings of some twisted- ir e
: ’ F 1 weave ancient fabrics were also found in Peru, Egypt, and o 2
o ] [ran.” (Hall, Wyhowska, 1377, 55) In Kerman region, i -
o ; according to evidence, this technique became prevalent e o A =
it by Turkish tribes that were the region so its s b w p=
i . Ay texture “is the way most Caucasian and Minor Asian A ¥i.
i i needleworks are made, and the Turkish word is” Somakh’, b
- i which is apparently attributed to the Caucasian city ”,' e ik . E—"
T y “Shumakhi’ (Parham, 1371, 91). [ ik 3 _,'-
{ad | r n F - Le

Afshars and Bochaghchis who were scattered in Kerman

are two branches of Turkish ethnicity in various regions, i} 2

including the Caucasus and Asia Minor and they have been Z et b e b e ad

in the territory of Kerman province for a long time and have

entered Kerman province and dispersed in Baft, Sirjan,

Orzueiyeh and Bardsir. Afshars have been in Kerman for

many years, butthe earliest known period of entry of these tribesis the Safavid era.
As mentioned earlier, Afshar and Bochaghchi are the most important heirs of this type of kilim weaving in Sirjan. Therefore the history of this
technique in Kerman province and Sirjan region goes back tothe Safavid era.
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Shiriki-pich Term
Shiriki-pich consists of two words: Shiriki and "Pich” that based

Sy : on a field research, each section contains a separate argument.
WCC-World Kilim Ci ty The name “Pich” is derived from the warped fabric of this Kilim
2017 and is the name used to describe this technique in the past and
Nowadays, the production and sale of currently. The Pich/ weft or the extension in the term is being
kilims in Sirjan and its suburbs are at the used for other types such as Kilim-pich, Kashk-dan-pich,
forefront of Kerman province's handicrafts Ghashogh-dan-pich, etc. In the dialect of the region's tribes,
export commodities, beyond Patteh and "Shiriki" is also used from the concept of partnership (Turkish
Carpet of Kerman, According to aresearch, term used by Afshars for partners) and from the working of
which was carried out on the most partners/ joint work. In recent decades and after the
important handicrafts and traditional arts commercialization of Sirjan's Kilims (in the past, these hand-
of Sirjan, the experts have concluded that woven kilims were only used for house, domestic and regional
Shiriki-pich Kilim and Kilim-carpets are the consumption), and change in sizes and prevalence of stipend-
best and most popular Sirjan handicrafts

weaving, 2 or 3 weavers were involved in weaving a single kilim.

products. On the other hand, Sirjan is the However, some believe that Shirik is derived from twisting of a
main market for Carpets, Kilims and other types of hand-woven rugs warp around two wefts because in Shiriki-pich weaving is made
made by tribal and rural weavers of Kerman province; in other words, by twisting two color threads (Khaameh) around two warps but
this city is most famous for the production and distribution of the  thisis not a reasonable belief as in carpet weaving also colored
Afshari's hand-woven rugs and Kilims. threads twistaround two warps.
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Faceting gemstones and semi-precious stones:

Faceting gemstones and semi-precious stones, each having their special
hardness, is made in two forms of cabochon cutting and faceting.

Mekhraj Kari (Jewelry inlay): jewelry inlay on the adornments, is one of the
fields of stone handicrafts.

Morasa Kari: jewelry inlay (precious and semi-precious stones) on dishes
and other decoration objects

Traditional engraving on stone:

The concerned motif is depicted on the gemstone and is engraved by a
special carving tool until the motifs are revealed.

Turquoise inlay: inlaying small pieces of turquoise stone in mosaic form on
the surface of dishes, adornments, and decoration objects

Designing adornments: it refers to the knowledge of creating a design,
originated from an abstract or realimage of an adornment.

Number of the artists of the fields(for the past two years):

Designing adornments 60
Producing adornments 844
Turquoise inlay 6

Carving on stone 35

Faceting gemstones and
semi-precious stones 480

Morasa Kari and Mekhraj
Kari 54

Total active workshops
3108

53 MQ&M@LQ’GL‘@UMBJQLQM
olyl



Geographical location:
Mashhad is a metropolis at the

north-east of Iran and the capital

of Khorasan Razavi province. MAS H HAD

History .
WCC-World Gemstones City

According to history, Mashhad 2016

has long been the birthplace of

culture, art, knowledge as well as the place and origin of important historical
events which one of the most important one is the presence and burial of the
eighth Imam of Shiites in thisregion. Also in 2016, Mashhad was designated as the
World Gemstones City by the World Crafts Council (WCC).

History of art and handicrafts in Mashhad

According to the latest statistics of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism of Iran, about 370 fields are currently classified into 15 groups from
which 70 fields have been registered in Khorasan Razavi province. Mashhad city,
with more than 62 active handicraft fields, is one of the leading cities of the
country in this field. Also, with more than 8900 individual and group workshops
and more than 20,000 artisans and craftsperson, it is considered among the first
three cities in terms of job population. It can be stated surely that Mashhad (or
Khorasan Razavi province) is the center of gemstones faceting in the country.
Existence of the mines of adornment stones, especially turquoise stone in
Neyshabur, is one of the reasons for the prosperity of this profession in the
province. Other than turquoise, semi-precious stones such as agate, peridot... is
alsofaceted in Mashhad.

Definition of handicraft fields associated with gemstones

Making traditional jewelries

Their raw materials are metals such as brass, copper, silver, gold ... and stones
such as turquoise, agate, jasper and so on. The production method: first the
metals are melted in furnace and then are made in the desired shape by help of
molds, and then, by placing the gemstones, the adornments such as bangles,
rings, hair accessories, necklaces

and...are produced. WCC-World Craft Cities & Villages 54
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Sofar,one UNESCO Seal of Excellence and 16 National indications have been
awardedto Lalejin pottery.

Lalejin pottery exports in 2020-2021 were $27 million for formal and informal. It
is worth mentioning that pottery is the first exported product of the country in
the field of handicrafts.

In Lalejin, 5000 types of potteries are produced in 28 general categories, the
variety of which is defined in the draft of the national standard of Lalejin
ceramics. There are 200 specialized pottery and ceramic shops and galleries
in Lalejin, most of which main owners are potters.

Because the products are original and sometimes
innovative in terms of soil and production methods,
are huge sources of income for the workers in this
region.

From the aspect of quality and quantity of
production, Pottery biscuits are in good number
and quality, so unglazed potteries are exported to
all provinces for decorating and various uses.
These potteries have a high exchange rate.

Training in this section, in addition to traditional
methods, isalso done academically.

Apart from children, the rest of the people of the
city, including the young and the old, and in some
cases even women, are busy making pottery.

90% of the people of this city are engaged in the
production of pottery and its side jobs. Laljin is a city
where there are no unemployed.

Also reasons such as background- according to the potteries in museums -,
High-strength raw materials, the presence of veteran masters, the capacity of
making employmentin this field, variety of methods offered to the market with
innovations, receiving national and international indications and certificates
and the name of Lalejin, which received the title of World Pottery City in
September 2016, are the most important reasons for this international
registration.



Lalejin city is one of the
tourism hubs of Hamedan
province and is known as the
center of pottery and
ceramics in the Middle East
and eventhe world.

About the background of
pottery production in
massive number - based on
the findings- it must be said
that about three centuries
ago, Pottery has been
common professionally, with
the aim of producing and
supplying it to other places in
this region and about a century ago, has grown significantly. This city is a city of glazed
and unglazed pottery. On most of the produced decorated potteries there are artistic
motifs and drawings. Apparently in ancient times, the first artistic activities in this city
started from clay pottery and its engraving, at that time without the help of pottery
wheels, they made it with the help of theirfingers and fired them in kilns.

After drying, the potteries are placed in the pottery kiln in order. If the pottery needs
coloring itis glazed by immersion, spraying, waterfall and painting, then it is fired again
in the kiln. At present, many workshops produce decorative and applied pottery using
old Iranian Islamic and Khatai motifs with embossed glaze method. The famous glazes
of potteries are: turquoise, green, blue, orange, honey and grey. The main method of
producing Lalejin pottery is using wheel. But from different methods of production, we
can mention the rotation with clay wicks, sheets, embossing and slurry. A significant
number of products produced in this city are exported to different countries. More than
15 exporters, export Lalejin potteries and ceramics through the provincial and other
customs offices of Iran to Germany, Italy, Canada, Iraq, the Netherlands, the United Arab
Emirates, Turkey, Qatar, Kuwait, Armenia, Russia, Azerbaijan, France, Sweden, Denmark,
Switzerland, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, USA, Spain, Lebanon, etc.

In addition to the national registration of Lalejin pottery and ceramics in 2010 and
receiving its standard registration number in 2015, the artisans of this region have
succeeded in receiving national and international indications and certificates through
nationalandinternationaljudgments.




The current carpets of Iran, even Turkey and India, are directly and
indirectly adapted from the Safavid carpets of Tabriz. Painters who
migrated from Tabriz to the Gurkhanid court of India and Istanbul had a
greatinfluence on the prosperity of the carpets there. During Qajar period,
following Tabriz producers and merchants' activities, Tabriz carpet
weaving was
revitalized. This
time, Tabriz
merchants
revitalized carpet
weaving in other
Iranian cities, such
as Sarough,
Hamedan, Kerman
and Mashhad. In
other words,
today's Iranian
carpets are
indebted to the
carpet producers
of the Qajar period
in Tabriz.

Tabriz carpet is
also of great
importance in the
contemporary
period. What
distinguishes the
contemporary
Tabriz carpets from
the other carpets is
akind of courage in
motifs and color of
Tabriz carpets.
Contemporary
designers and
painters of Tabriz

were able to get out of the traditional body and give a new
spirit to the Tabriz carpet. Paying attention to the taste of
the target market in the motifs and color is one of the
advantages of Tabriz carpets. The use of cast iron, London
and plaster motifs, foreign bouquets and colorful colors
has attracted the attention of Western customers. Tabriz
carpet with a proud history has a great variety as well.
Urban or classic carpets, which are woven in the heart of
Tabriz, are of great importance in export. county carpets
such as Harris, Grovan and Mehraban also play a very
important role in the carpet trade of the region and Tabriz.
Rural carpets, such as Qarajeh, Lembran, and Hamamloo,
which are mostly woven in the Qarahdagh (Arasbaran)
region, still have their own especial customers in the
"Saman Maidani" market in Tabriz, but Elati bed weaving
carpets also add to the variety of carpets in the Tabriz
market. The kilims and rugs of the Shahsavan tribes have a
special place in Tabrizand Tehran handicrafts shops.



TABRIZ

WCC-World Hand-woven Carpet City
2015

The importance of Tabriz carpet can be studied from
different aspects. The history of Tabriz carpet is one of the
important categories that have had a great impact not only
on the region's carpet but also on the history of the world's
carpet, even the Ottoman and Indian.

Immediately and according to the testimonies of the
tourists of the Turkmen period, very exquisite carpets
decorated the Blue Mosque with motifs in the dignity of the
Islamic turquoise tiled motifs. During Uzun Hasan Aq
Qoyunlu period, beautiful carpets were seen in the palace
of Hasht Behesht. Tabriz carpet took a very big step in the
Safavid period. The origin of classic Iranian carpets
undoubtedly goes back to the very diverse carpets of
Tabriz. Safavid rugs and carpets have made significant
progress in all aspects, both technically and motifs and
substance. Carpets of hunting ground, bergamot, elastic
bergamot, tree, four seasons, four gardens and traps in
different dimensions show the increasing growth of
carpets in Tabriz in the tenth century AH. The motifs of
these carpets has an eye-catching beauty and variety.

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villages 58
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The city of Isfahan, due to the historical buildings and
monuments that are remnants of the beginning of Islamic
era and architectural masterpieces created after the
arrival of Islam, and being appointed as the political
capital city in three upheaval periods of history of Islamic
Iran (Dialme, Seljuk and Safavid dynasties), the
unparalleled works of artists in the fields of traditional arts
and handicrafts, has maintained its lofty position to this
date and still maintains its dynamism, vitality and
liveliness. Most importantly, in this city- museum and its
jewel (Imam Square), the biggest production and supply
market of handicrafts in Iranian territory can be seen
(which is perhaps considered as one of the most unique
placesinthe world in this regard).

The city of Isfahan, due to its valuable position in the field
of traditional arts and handicrafts (not only in the country
but also in the world), after continuous attempts of
national and provincial authorities of the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts (inthe scope of the Deputies of Traditional Arts
and Handicrafts), was officially designated as the the World Crafts City by the World Crafts
Council (WCC)in 2015,

The Isfahan province with an area of 106179 square kilometers, covers 6.25% of the total
area of the country. It is adjacent to ten provinces, The city of Isfahan, with its ancient
history and historical monuments is one of the famous cities in Iran and the world. The
name Isfahan has always been a reminder of traditional arts and handicrafts. Based on the
latest statistics released at present, 299 fields in handicrafts have been classified in 18
groups from which over 66% have been registered in Isfahan Province, and with over
60fields, the City of Isfahan is known as the first in the country from the aspect of quantity
and variety of the fields. Moreover, with over 15000 individual and group workshops and
with more than 20000 artisans and craftsperson Isfahan is also the first in the country
regarding the number of working population. The followings are among the most
important existing fields in Isfahan: engraving, inlaying, enameling, turquoise studding,
traditional tile-making, miniature etc. After designating Isfahan as World Crafts City (in
October 2015) and issuing the relevant guidelines in May 2016, immediately the initial
actions were taken and the Secretariat of Isfahan world Crafts City started its activities.
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Isfahan is a name that can be associated with all the positive and loved traits
that may be assignedto a city. This city, from the distant past, has maintained a
bold presence in the history, poetry and oral memory of Iranians as well as the
world's nations,and even now it occupies a well-deserved place which
reflects the unmatched will and creativity of this unique area.

The artworks of ancient times of Isfahan, especially in Seljuk, Al Muzaffar and
Safavid periods, have created an unmatched collection of this city and made
ita City-Museum up to the pointthatithasbeen called "half of the world".

One of the very positive features of Isfahan is that it has not relied only on its
historical honors but moving towards excellence and progress which
achieving honors such as being “The Cultural Capital of The Islamic World’,
the World Crafts City and Creative City of Handicrafts confirm this position.

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villages /60
of Iran







Intoday's world cities have a prominent position,
and are transitioning from mere consumption
centers to productive and investment phase.
Accordingly, WCC- World Craft Cities & Villages
registration is a considerable progress and a
bold step towards revitalizing Iranian culture,
traditional arts and Islamic Iranian lifestyle which
regarding climatic and as a result crafts
diversities has a crucial role in global
conversations.

Considering the classification made by

international institutions and organizations, we

can mention the Creative Cities Network registered by UNESCO to develop
different regions based on their cultures. Registering World Craft Cities &
Villages in world Crafts Council provide an opportunity for Iranian
handicrafts in production, trade, promotion, development and branding
sections to form interaction-oriented communication with the global
society and in addition to consolidating its position, it can devise a new way
for micro-trading.

However with the start of registration process of WCC- World Craft Cities in
Iran in 2015, our country currently having two creative cities in the field of
handicrafts and traditional arts, has been introduced by UNESCO as one of
the active countries in this field which has made Iran an international active
country in the field of handicrafts. Fortunately thanks to artisans',
craftsperson'sand authorities efforts, 11 world Craft Cities and 3 World Craft
villages has been registered by WCC which consequently has put Iran inthe
firstplace inthe world.

It should be noted that these attempts, in addition to financial benefits and
help to consolidate original values, present Iranians as an interested in
handicrafts and art lover nation who try to establish constructive interaction
with other peoplesin the world through creation and production.

Vida Tavahodi

Director General of Handicrafts Education & Promotion



Pooya Mahmoudian
Deputy of Handicrafts and Traditional Arts

Attribution of WCC-world Craft
City/Village to a city or village is a highly
important issue and eligible candidates
must be qualified in especial aspects to
receive the mentioned title. However, what
is of high significance is the capacity of
WCC-World Craft City/Village to
communicate and interact suitably with
other world Craft Cities/Villages in all
areas. In other words a WCC-World Craft
City must gain global acceptance and
centrality in a specific field. It means that it
should play the role of exemplar for the
other cities which are active in that field
and yet make policy.Furthermore it is
essential that necessary communication
infrastructures be active and relevant
institutional services be provided fully
trained inthese areas.




In the name of Allah
the Beneficent
the Merciful

WCC-World Craft Cities & Villages are a novel
and brilliant opportunity to present lranian
culture and arts to other countries, which in
addition to cultural advantages provides
necessary infrastructures to develop trade of
handcrafts, domestic and export.In this
sense, itisanimportant opportunity should be
used properly.

Ali-Asghar Mounesan
The Minister of Cultural Heritage
Tourism and Handicrafts
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